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4 Vayu Purdpa

13-16. The highly intelligent Sita! who wgs the most
excellent among the reciters of Purdpas came there to see the
sages.

He became well-known to the world as Lomaharsana? (the
Thriller who made hair stand on their ends) as he thrilled the
members of his audience with delight by his excellent (absor-
bing) narration.

He was the most intelligent disciple of the sage Vedavyasa,
the store-house of penance, Vedic learning and good conduct.

The association of the sages of Naimisiranya and their performance of a
Sattra is as old as Vedic times. According to Kane (ibid) ¢‘Naimisya vai
sattram dsata” occurs in Kithaka Sarhhita X. 6 (I could not trace it). But
if the references given by him to the Sarhhita and Brahmanas be correct and
if the dircction of thespread of Aryandom from the West to the East be
presumed the Vedic references might be to the Naimisiranya in the Kuruk-
setra arca.

1. Sita :

As stated below in vv. 26-33, Siita is the offspring of a Brihmana woman
from a Ksatriya male, a view endorsed by Manu X. 11, Y3jiiavalkya 1.93.
He was not eligible for Vedic lore but was to recite Itikdsa and Purapa.
Gautama regards Siita as a Pratiloma (Dharma Satra 15-16). Kautilya
agrees with this status of a Siita but distinguishes this Sata, the narrator of
Purinas probably as a sage different from ordinary Siitas ( Pauranikas toanyah
sitto magadhaca brahmaksattrdd videsatah—Artha Sastra 111. 7, p. 165).

There is another derivation of Silta from 4/Su—*‘to extract (Soma juice)’.
In the sacrifice of King Prthu, Siita appeared for the first time while extract-
ing Soma on the prescribed day (Sutydha) but the libations of Soma intended
for Brhaspati got mixed with that for Indra and were offered to Indra. Hence
he became of a mixed class (vv. 28-30). KP.I. 1.6 regards Romaharsana
as an incarnation of Visnu born on Sutydha with the mission of recounting
Purana-Sarhhiti. Romaharsana, however, docs not claim here to be Vispu’s
incarnation. The birth of Siita on the Sutydha is recorded in Bd. P, II. 36.
158-73, Pd. P. II. 27. 65-87, Sk. P. Prabhiasa 1. 8.

2. Ro(Lo)ma-harsana:

This appears to be the special designation of this Siita as he thrilled the
audience with delight and made their hair stand on their end. Hence Brih-
mana performers of sacrifices offered him a higher place while he narrated a
Purana. This post of honour above the Brihmanas cost him his life as the
hot-headed Balarima killed him when during his visit to Naimisiranya, he
found Romaharsana occupying a higher seat in the assembly of Brihmagas
(Bh. P. X, 78. 28). Our Puripa pays high tribute to his scholarship (vv.
13-16, 21-24). -
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(now) narrate this Purdna related by Brahma,which is on a par
with the Vedas and which is embellished by sacred treatises
consisting of sections on Dharma (virtue), Artha (wealth) and
Nyaya (justice or right conduct).

10-12. While Asimakysna,! the valiant king of unequalled
splendour and the most excellent among sovereigns was ruling
over the Earth righteously, the sages of well-disciplined souls
performed a sacrifice of long duration in the holy land of
Kuruksetra? on the sacred bank of the river Drsadvati.® The
sages were devoted to truth and holy rites. They were straight-
forward. Their sins had been quelled. They were quiescent, had
full mental control and had conquered the sense-organs. They
were within the precincts of the Naimisa? forest and had been
initiated in accordance with the sacredscriptures.

1. Asimarkrspa : or Adhisimakrspa :

The great-grandson of Janamejaya I11 who was the great-grandson of the
Mahabharata hero Arjuna. He was a contemporary of Divikara, king of
Ayodhya and king Senajit of Magadha. All these kings belonged to the 6th
or 7th generation of their forebears who participated in the Bharata war. It
was during the reign of Asimakrspa that the great Sattra of 12 years took
place at Kuruksetra on the bank of the Drsadvati. The date assigned to this
king, viz. B. C. 850 by Pargiter is now discarded.

2. Kuruksetra : The famous battlefield where the war between Kauravas
and Pandavas was fought. The different battles in that war were fought at
and around Thaneswar in Haryana. Thus Abhimanyu was killed at Amin,
5 miles south of Thaneswar; Bhisma died at Nagdu, 11 miles to the south-
west of Thaneswar, Historic battles were fought here from Vedic times to
A.D. 1761, the date of the third battle of Panipat, ancient Paniprastha—
a village claimed by Yudhisthira from Duryodhana (De, 110).

3. Drsadvati : The Chitang—a tributary of the Ghaggar between the
Yamuna and Sutlej—M. Alj, p. 115. De has accepted this identification as
correct (p. 58.) instead of with the Ghaggar.

4. The Naimisa forest : The description here shows that this forest must
be located in Kuruksetra (Kane, H. D.IV, 783). It is possible that there
were two Naimiga forests, the original one on the bank of the Gomati round
Nimsar, 45 miles from Lucknow and one in Kuruksetra as Va. P. is positive
about the performance of the Sattra on the Drsadvati. Was it that sages re-
sident of Naimisa forest on the Gomati in U. P. migrated to Kutuksetra and
the sages being Naimiseyas (inhabitants of Naimisiranya), the area of this
Sattra came to be called Naimigirapya in Kuruksetra?
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2 Véyu Purdna

Victory to Vyasa,! the son of Parasara and the gladdener of
the heart of Satyavati—Vyasa from whose lotus-like mouth
flowed forth the nectar of words, which the whole universe
imbibes.

1. I seck refuge in Lord I$ana (Siva), the eternal, steady,
immutable, great god of noble soul, the lord of the entire
universe.

2-6. Desirous of knowing (more about) Purdnas, legends,
(etc.) I seek refuge in Lord Brahma, the creator of thc worlds,
(who is) omniscient, unvanquished, the noble lord of (everyth-
ing) past, present and future; God Brahma, the lord of
the universe in whom are inherent the four divine excellences,
viz. unparalleled knowledge, detachment, supremacy and virtue
(dharma); (Lord Brahma) who for ever visualizes all beings
(irrespective of their being) manifest or unmanifest, which
re-enter the Lord (Brahma) for cessation of activities (at the
time of the dissolution of the universe); (God Brahma) the
creator of the world, the knower of the reality of the world,
the knower of the principles, who, resorting to Yoga, created
all living beings mobile and immobile; the unborn lord, the
creator of everything, the lord in the form of consciousness and
the cosmic witness of the world.

7-9. After bowing with devoted and pious mind to Brahma,
Vayu and Indra, to the noble-souled Vasistha, the most ex-
cellent of the sages, and to his (Vasistha’s) great-grandson,
Vyasa, Krsna Dvaipayana, who had attained pre-eminent
fame as a sage of great purity, and to sage Jatukarna,? I shall

1. Vydsa : Vyisa means “‘an arranger”. In every Dvipara Yuga, the
work of arranging the floating Vedic Mantras into Sarhitds—compilation—is
done by a person. And he is called Vyisa, The compilation of the Mbh. and
cighteen Puranas is assigned to him. The piesent Vyasa is the son of
Satyavati, the incarnation of Vasavi, the daughter of Pitys. His father was
sage Pardsara, the grandson of sage Vasistha. He was dark in complexion
and was concealed in an islet in a river by Satyavati (Mbh. Adi. 63. 68).
Hence he came to be known as ‘Krsna Dvaipiyana’.

2. Jatukarpa; (also Jatukarpya) : A sage noted for self-control; a
member of Yudhisthira’s court (Mbh. Sabhi. 4.14). One wonders why Para-
gara did not teach the Puriinas (for example this and Bd. P.) directly to his
son Vyisa but did so through Jitukarpa,
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VAYU PURANA

PART 1
SECTION 1 : PRAKRIYA PADA

CHAPTER ONE

(Summary of Contents)

Obeisance to Sri Ganefa

One should read or recite any Purdna or Itihdsa text! after
having paid obeisance to Narayana? and Nara,® the most ex-
cellent of men, as well as to goddess Sarasvati.

1. This verse, originally used at the beginning of the Mbh. is adopted by
Puriana-writers as well, for example, Bh. P. I.2. 4; and the word *faya’
therein is interpreted by the commentators Vira Righava and Sukadeva as
another name of the Bh. P. Thus the word ¢ faya’ became a generic term used
both for Itihisa (Mbh.) and Purana texts (Bh. P., Va.P.). Hence ‘jJaya’ is
interpreted as ‘any Purina or Itihdsa’ here. Bhavisya Purdna states :

Tathaiva visnudharmdsca sivadharmdsca $dsvatah|
Jayeli ndma tesam ca pravadanti manisinah/|
Compare KP 1.53. 33; I1. 46.

2. Nardyapa : The god who lay on cosmic waters of the deluge before
creation. This aspect of this deity is recorded in the etymology of his name
in Manu 1. 10, Mbh. Santi 328. 25 :

J[m nara ili proktd, Gpo vai narasiinevah/
Id yadasydyanam pilroan tena ndrdyapa smytah//

In early Vispuism, Vispu and Nariyana were not identical; the amalga-
mation of Visnu of Vedic Brihmanism and Nariyana of the Paficarfitras
was a later development (vide J. Gonda, Aspects of Early Visnuism; also G. V.
Tagare, Bhdgavata Purapa (ATTM), Part I, Introduction, pp. xlii-xlv).

8. MNara: An incarnation of Visnu : born of Dharma and Mirti, daughter
of Daksa; a constant associate of Nardiyana while performing penance at
Badarikisrama. The Mahibharata heroes Kripa and Arjuna are regarded
as incarnations of Niriyapa and Nara.
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